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normal, and the course of parturition remains normal,
nothing should be done under ordinary circumstances. It
is only when obstacles, insurmountable by the natural
efforts of the animal, offer themselves that aid must be
rendered.
With the mare, however, delay should not be pushed too
far, as the foetal placenta is very easily detached from the
uterine  surface,  and the   foetus  may  die   of   asphyxia   or
inanition.    So quickly does the latter take place, that it is
very seldom that the veterinary surgeon, in dealing with a
difficult parturition in the mare, delivers a live foal because
he is not called in or does not arrive at the case early enough.
If, after expulsive efforts have been active for a quarter of an
hour in the mare or two or three hours in the cow there is
no apparent progress, then it is necessary to make an exami-
nation of the uterus and foetus through the vagina.    For this
purpose the hand and arm must be clean, lubricated, and
antisepticized, to prevent infection of the genital tract.   In
addition, the under aspect of the tail and the skin around the
vulva should be carefully washed with soap and water and
afterwards dressed with an antiseptic solution. The time chosen
should be the interval between the pains, and the explora-
tion may be made while the animal is standing or lying,
the former for  convenience  to  the  operator.     Care  must
be taken not to rupture the membranes if still intact.   In the
bitch and cat the finger only can be used for exploration.
By this examination it can be easily ascertained if the
pelvic and genital passages are normal, whether the os is
opened or constricted, whether the foetus is normal, alive,
and natural in form and size, and in such a position that it
can be expelled without assistance. If the act of parturition
is not advanced, and the foetal membranes are intact, and the
soft parts through which the foetus has to pass are not enough
dilated, time ought to be permitted for this to take place If
this is accelerated by the intervention of art, accidents are
more likely to occur.
The intelligent owner of, or attendant on, an animal which
is about to bring forth should be able to ascertain the position
of the foetus; but if there is anything apparently abnormal,
he should not attempt to deliver the animal himself, as he